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ok** November II th, 1891. 


Mr. 


Barbarin, 

C/o 


Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Sir:- 

Will you kindly send me a catalogue of the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art. If there is any charge, kindly let me know what 
the price will be, that I may remit to you. Kindly tell me if you 
have an original portrait of Benjamin Pranklin by Duplessis, or 
any other portraits or copies of Pranklin portraits. 


The Corcoran Gallery of Art 


Very truly yours, 




NOV 141891 


Washington, D. C. 




Secretary. 
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Curator BarTbarin, 

Washington, D, C, 

My dear Sir:- 

I have just sent 




cfyw Nov. 19^3^891. 


% ^ 4 ^. 




you the following telegram: 


"Kindly send negative Madison by Sully, Healy's copy of 
Harding's Madison, and Duplessis portrait Franklin. Did your 
Duplessis belong to Henry Stevens, London?" 

I trust that before you receive this the negatives will have been 
forwarded to me for reproduction in the Memorial Volume on the 
Centennial of Washington's Inauguration. 


Yours very truly, 




Secretary 
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November ISth, 1S91. 


My Dear Sir:-- 

I wish to express the sincere thanks of our 
Committee for the Catalogue of the Corcoran Gallery of Art which 
you have sent me. I have got some very valuable information from 
this catalogue. I have been looking all over the country for the 
portraits of James Madison by Sully and Chester Harding, and am 
glad that you have got the one by Sully. I wish to write you on 
the following points: 

1. Will you kindly ask Rice Brothers, Photographers, 
to photograph immediately the portrait of James Madison by Thomas 
Sully. I have learned from Miss Sully, the aged daughter of the 
artist, who has her father's Journal, that Sully finished the 
portrait of Madison on April 6th, 1809. This is information 1 
thought you would be glad to get. Will you kindly tell me what 
year Frederick E. Church gave this Sully portrait of Madison to the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, and can you give me any further informat¬ 
ion regarding this portrait, and how Church came into the posses¬ 
sion of it* I shall be very glad to get full information regard¬ 
ing this Sully portrait of Madison as soon as possible. My book 
is nearly ready, and the pictures are all printed, but I can get a 
few more in, if I get the negatives at once, and 1 trust it may be 





F. S. B. 


your pleasure to kindly have this negative sent me as soon as 
possible. 

2. I would also like a negative of the portrait of James 

Madison by Harding, which was copied by G. P. A. Healy. Can you 
send me Mr. Healy's address, that I may write him and ask him where 
the original Harding portrait of Madison is, and where he copied 
the same. But to save time, I would like to have a photograph of 

the copy of the Harding Madison. 1 send you a blue print from 

a portrait of Madison belonging to the Washington & Lee University 
of Lexington, Va., which 1 think may have been painted by Harding. 
If it is like Healy's copy, will you kindly endorse the same on 
the back of the blue print, and return the same to me. But 
whether it is the same picture or not, 1 would like a negative of 
Healy's copy which you have. 

3. Will you kindly ask the photographer to also photo¬ 
graph the portrait of Benjamin Franklin, by Duplessis* Is this 

the portrait belonging to the late Henry Stevens, of London, 
regarding which B. F. Stevens has written me. He writes that the 
portrait by Duplessis which belonged to his late brother, is now 
in the Corcoran Gallery of Art. Have you two pictures by Du¬ 
plessis, one No. 216, which you say was painted in Paris in 1782, 
and the other the portrait belonging to the late Henry Stevens? 

May I ask how you know that this particular portrait which you have, 
No. 216, was painted in Paris in 1782. Can you give me any in¬ 
formation or history regarding this particular portrait of Frank¬ 
lin which you have. I have photographs of three or four other 
■portraits of Franklin by Duplessis. 

4. Can you tell me who painted the original portrait of 
Monroe, a copy of which by Healy is owned by the Corcoran Gallery 
of Art ? Is this the Gilbert Stuart portrait of Monroe, or is 

it from a portrait of Monroe which Chester Harding is said to have 
painted ? If it is a copy of the Harding portrait, I would like 
to have the photographer make a photograph of the same. If, 
however, it is the ordinary copy of the Syuart portrait, I do not 
care for it- I have not been able to find the original portrait 
of Monroe by Chester Harding. If you will kindly see personally 
that this request regarding negatives, which our Committee take 
the liberty of making of you, is promptly complied with, I whall 
be under many obligations to you. I heartily appreciate all your 
kindness. 

Very truly yours, 




Secre tary. 
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SMITHSON IAN INSTITUTION. 
Jias A . ATS \L 


November 19th,1891 


My dear Doctor Welling: 

I inclose herewith a copy of a letter from 
a gentleman in Georgia accompanied by a photograph 
of a painting which he desires to sell. Possibly 
it may be of interest to the Corcoran Art Gallery. 


Very sincerely yours 



Secretary 


Dr,James C.Welling, 

President of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, 


Washington ,D.C. 
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(COPY) 


The Corcoran Gallery of AH 
NOV 211891 i 
Washington, D. C. 


(Woodlands),Halls Mill P.O., 

Bartow Co.,Ga., 

Nov. 15th 183R S, 


To the Secretary of the 

Smithsonian Institute, 

7/ashington,D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I shall be under many obligations if you will kindly,at your 
earliest convenience,give me an idea of the value of a painting, 
a photograph of which is herewith sent. 

The painting is very old,on canvas,oil colors,and well preseweti 
measuring 6 by 4 feet,with simple gilt frame. The painter's name 
could never be distinstly made out,but appears to read "Luigi", 

It has been in our family for over a half century. It was purchased 
in Savannah,Georgia;and found in a kind of pawn shop. It is said 
to have been brotight to Savannah by the French emigrants from the 
revolution in San Domingo,whose ancestors brought it from France 
at the truce of the massacre of S.Bartholemew. Distinguished 
critics who have examined this oil painting,on visits to this plan¬ 
tation,have pronounced it a work of great art and a master piece. 
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fhe coloring is beautiful. My father,who purchased A; was once a 
very wealthy banker and merchant, residing in Savannah. He pur chalet 
this estate for a summer residence in 1840 ,ard. after removal from 
Savannah to New Orleans this painting was brought here. Though 
our houses were sacked by the Federals under Sherman,this painting 
was uninjured - Our family lostnearly a million of dollars by the 
"unpleasantness*,and since never has recuperated. A division of 
this estate is asked by the heirs,who are scattered all over the 
world,and this painting has to be sold. It is our earnest desire 
that it pass into hands who can appreciate its beauty and worth. 

We are ignorant of its true value . If it is one which is desired 
y the Art gallery of the Institute,you,perhaps,can give a prox¬ 
imate guess at the value;of course personal examination is 

necessary. We would be pleased to receive any one sent for that 
purpose. 

In the country it is difficult to find out the name of the 
proper person of the Institute to whom we should direct ourselves, 
so I trust that you will overlook this defect in this letter. 

I remain,very respectfully, 

(Signed) Geo.S.Barnsley,M.D. 
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Chicago, November 2 3, 1891 


Mr F.J.Barbarin 


Curator , Corcoran Gallery- 
Dear Sir 

Accept our hearty thanks for your letter of 
Novemb er 2 1, anrl the three photographs of Barye and his works - 
Although not as numerous as I hoped, they will t^e of. service for 
use in the stereopticon, and we shall be glad to possess th em in 
our library - 

Yours very truly 


Di rector 
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The Corcoran Gallery of Art 
dec 4 i89i 

Washington, D. C. 


251 Broadway, 

New York, December 3rd, 1891. 


F. S. Barbarin, Eeq., 

Curator Corcoran Galleiy of Art , 
Washington, D.C. 


My Dear Sir;- 

I am glad to get your letter of November 30th, 
and wish to express again my sincere thanks to you. I wanted 
to know definitely from you that the bust portrait was Healy's 
copy after Harding, and the cabinet full length was the Sully. 

If the photographer had marfced these two negatives, it would have 
saved both of us considerable trouble. 

I appreciate all your help to our Committee. 

Very truly ycurs. 



0 ^' —' 


Secretary. 
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*ice /Sze -Jdfccie/ezly-, 

crte™ i November 30th, 18S1. 


F. S. Barbarin, Esq., 

Curator Corcoran Gallery of Art, 

Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Sir: — 

Accept my sincere thanks for your letter of 
November 26th. I am exceedingly obliged to you. As I under¬ 
stand it, the full length of Madison is the portrait by Sully, and 
the bust of Madison that you sent is Healy's copy of the Harding 
portrait. 1 have got from Mr. Avery Mr. Church's address, and 
will write Mr. Church. 

With the sincere thanks of our Committee to you, believe 

me, 


The Corcoran Gallery of Art 

2 1891 

Washington, D. Q. 


Very truly yours, 




73V0 


Committees on the Centennial Celebration, April 30th, 1889, of the Inauguration of 
, G-eorge Washington as President of the United States. 

HAMILTON FISH, President. HUGH J. GRANT, Chairman. ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, Chairman Executive Committee. 

CLARENCE W. BOWEN, Secretary. 


t Ho. 1.-PLAH AOT SCOPE. 

HUGH J. GRANT, Chairman, 
ABRAM S. HEWITT, 

JAMES M. VARNUM, 

CORNELIUS N. BLISS, 
FREDERICK S. TALLMADGE, 
SAMUEL D. BABCOCK. 

No. 2.—STATES. 

WILLIAM G. HAMILTON. Chairman, 
JAMES C. CARTER, 

JOHN SCHUYLER, 

J. TALLMADGE VAN RENSSELAER, 
JAMES W. HUSTED, 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

JACOB A. CANTOR, 

E. ELLERY ANDERSON, 

FLOYD CLARKSON, 

HENRY W. LeROY, 

JOHN B. PINE, 

SAMUEL BORROWE, 

JAS. M. MONTGOMERY, Secretary. 

No. 3. -GENEEAL GOVERNMENT. 
JOHN A. KING, Chairman, 

TOHN JAY, 

EDWARD COOPER, 

WM. H. WICKHAM, 

WM. R. GRACE, 


FREDERICK J. DePEYSTER, 

WM. H ROBERTSON, 

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, 

WM. M. EVARTS, 

FRANK HISCOCK, 

SETH LOW, Secretary, 

No. 1—AEMY (Military and Industrial Parade). 
S.VAN RENS’L’R CRUGER.Chairman 
JOHN COCHRANE, 

LOCKE W. WINCHESTER, 

J. HAMPDEN ROBB, 

FREDERICK GALLATIN, 
FREDERICK D. TAPPEN, 

JOHN C. TOMLINSON, Secretary. 

No. 5.-NAVY. 

ASA BIRD GARDINER, Chairman, 
JOHN S. BARNES, 

GEORGE G. HAVEN, 

JACKSON S. SCHULTZ, 

D. WILLIS JAMES, 

FREDERICK R COUDERT, 

Captain HENRY ERBEN, U. S. N. 
OGDEN GOELET, 

JOHN JAY PIERREPONT, 

LOYALL FARRAGUT, 

ALFRED C. CHENEY, 

BUCHANAN WINTHROP, 

S. NICHOLSON KANE, Secretary. 


No. 6.—ENTERTAINMENT, 

STUYVESANT FISH, Chairman, 
WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR, 
WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT, 
WILLIAM JAY, 

EGERTON L. WINTHROP, 
ROBERT GOELET, 

W T M. B. BEEKMAN, 

STEPHEN H. OLIN, 

WM. E. D. STOKES, 
GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, Secretary. 

No. 7.-FINANCE. 

BRAYTON IVES, Chairman, 

DARIUS O. MILLS, 

RICHARD T. WILSON, 

WILLIAM L. STRONG, 

HENRY B. HYDE, 

JAMES M. BROWN, 

LOUIS FITZGERALD, 

ALLAN CAMPBELL, 

JOHN SLOANE, 

JAMES D. SMITH, 

EDWARD V. LOEW, 

EUGENE KELLY. 

WALTER STANTON, 

JOHN F. PLUMMER, 

J. EDWARD SIMMONS, 

JOHN JAY KNOX, 

De LANCEY NICOLL, Secretary. 


No. 8.—RAILBOADS AND TRANSPORTATION. 
ORLANDO B. POTTER, Chairman, 
CHAUNCY M. DEPEW, 

ERASTUS WIMAN, 

CHARLES W. DAYTON, 

JOSIAH M. FISK, 

CLIFFORD STANLEY SIMS, 
THOMAS S. MOORE, 

JAS. DUANE LIVINGSTON, Sec’y. 

No. 9.-ART AND EXHIBITION. 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, Chairman, 
GORDON L. FORD, Vice-Chairman 
DANIEL HUNTINGTON, 

F. HOPKINSON SMITH, 

WILLIAM E. DODGE, 

CHAS. PARSONS, 

A. W. DRAKE, 

OLIVER H. PERRY, 

FRANK D. MILLET, 

H. H. BOYESEN, 

CHARLES HENRY HART, 
RUTHERFORD STUYVESANT, 
JOHN L. CADWALADER, 
LISPENARD STEWART, 

CHAS. H. RUSSELL, Jr., 

RICHARD W. GILDER, Secretary. 

No- 10.—LITEKAEY EXEBCISES. 
ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, Chairman, 
CLARENCE W. BOWEN, Secretary. 


Curator ~arbarin, 

Corcoran Gallery, Washington, D. 0. 
My dear Sir:- 
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Since writing you this morning I have your letter 
of Nov, 25th, You say the full length portrait of Madison is by 
Sully, The half length of Madison, therefore, must be after Hard¬ 
ing, I sent you a blue print of this ten days ago and you express¬ 
ly stated to me that it was not by Harding. There is, therefore, 
a mistake somewhere. Will you kindly indorse the blue print I 
mailed you in another letter, stating whether it is by Sully or 
after Harding, and oblige, 


Your^ very truly. 




Secretary 
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Nov *oi S9l ^ 
^ as hingto» 
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thanks to you for your 
of James Madison, which is 


F. S. Barbarin, Esq., 

Curator Corcoran Gallery of Art, 

Washington, D. 

My Dear Sir: - 

Let me express my sincere 
telegram. The blue print I sent you 

from a portrait belonging to the Washington & Lee University, 
Lexington, Va. , is the same as your portrait of Madison by Sully. 

I am very glad to know this, as I did not know, and it has been 
impossible for me to find out who the artist was who painted the 
Madison portrait at Lexingtcn, Va. I judge that the full length 
Madison which you own is the copy which Healy made from the Harding 
portrait. But this full length of Madison, with his hand on a 
scroll of paper, looks very much like the Stuart portrait of Madi¬ 
son are you sure the photographer made a photograph of Healy's 
copy of the Harding portrait ? The photographer did not mark one 
of the negatives, and has also made a mistake in sending me a nega¬ 
tive from the Smithsonian Institution, so I have to be exceedingly 
careful. The portrait of Monroe which Healy copied and negative 
of which was sent me is after the well known portrait by the art¬ 
ist John Vandelyn. 

Very truly yours, 


Secretary. 
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JAS. DUANE LIVINGSTON, Sec’y. 

No. 9.-ART AND EXHIBITION. 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, Chairman, 
GORDON L. FORD, Vice-Chairman 
DANIEL HUNTINGTON, 

F. HOPKINSON SMITH, 

WILLIAM E. DODGE, 

CHAS. PARSONS, 

A. W. DRAKE, 

OLIVER H. PERRY, 

FRANK D. MILLET, 

H. H. BOYESEN, 

CHARLES HENRY HART, 
RUTHERFORD STUYVESANT, 
JOHN L. CADWALADER, 
LISPENARD STEWART, 

CHAS. H. RUSSELL, Jr., 

RICHARD W T . GILDER, Secretary. 

No.. 10.—LITERARY EXERCISES. 
ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, Chairman, 
CLARENCE W. BOWEN, Secretary. 


) 


The Co 


ice c/Ve -(Vec'i.e/cii / ^, 

cfo™ Nov. 24, 1891. 


P. J. Barbarin, Curator, 0r Ooran Gallery of^rt 

Washington, D. C. ^^7 251092 X yQ . 


Dear Sir:- 


Was hington, jx 


Will you kindly tell me whether the full length 
portrait of Madison at the Corcoran Gallery of Art is the one that 
Healy copied? I asked for negatives of Madison by Sully and 
Healy's copy of James Madison by Harding. The photographer did 
not mark the negatives and I therefore write. This full length 
Madison looks like a copy of the Stuart portrait. Kindly tell me 
in two or three words which the Madison by Sully is so that I will 
know which the negative of this portrait is, and oblige, 

Very truly yours 



Secretary 
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Committees on the Centennial Celebration, April 30th, 1889, of the Inauguration of 
George Washington as President of the United States. 

HAMILTON FISH, President. HUGH J. GRANT, Chairman. ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, Chairman Executive Committee. 

CLARENCE W. BOWEN, Secretary. 


So. 1.-PLAIT ASH SCOPE. 

HUGH J. GRANT, Chairman, 
ABRAM S. HEWITT, 

JAMES M. VARNUM, 

CORNELIUS N. BLISS. 

FREDERICK S. TALLMADGE, 
SAMUEL D. BABCOCK. 

No. 2.—STATES. 

WILLIAM G. HAMILTON, Chairman, 
JAMES C. CARTER, 

JOHN SCHUYLER, 

J. TALLMADGE VAN RENSSELAER, 
JAMES W. HUSTED, 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

JACOB A. CANTOR, 

E. ELLERY ANDERSON, 

FLOYD CLARKSON, 

HENRY W. LeROY, 

JOHN B. PINE, 

SAMUEL BORROWE, 

JAS. M. MONTGOMERY, Secretary. 

No. 3. -GENERAL GOVERNMENT. 
JOHN A. KING, Chairman, 

JOHN JAY, 

EDWARD COOPER, 

WM. H. WICKHAM, 

WM. R. GRACE, 


FREDERICK J. DePEYSTER, 
WM. H ROBERTSON, 
CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, 
WM. M. EVARTS, 

FRANK HISCCCK, 

SETH LOW T , Secretary. 


JOHN COCHRANE, 

LOCKE W. WINCHESTER, 

J. HAMPDEN ROBB, 

FREDERICK GALLATIN, 
FREDERICK D. TAPPEN, 

JOHN C. TOMLINSON, Secretary. 

No. 5.—NAVY. 

ASA BIRD GARDINER, Chairman, 
JOHN S. BARNES, 

GEORGE G. HAVEN, 

JACKSON S. SCHULTZ, 

D. WILLIS JAMES, 

FREDERICK R COUDERT, 
Captain HENRY ERBEN, U. S. N. 
OGDEN GOELET, 

JOHN JAY PIERREPONT, 
LOYALL FARRAGUT, 

ALFRED C. CHENEY, 
BUCHANAN WINTHROP, 

S. NICHOLSON KANE, Secretary. 


No. 6. —ENTERTAINMENT, 

STUYVESANT FISH, Chairman, 
WILLIAM WALDORF ASTOR, 
WILLIAM K. VANDERBILT, 
WILLIAM JAY, 

EGERTON L. WINTHROP, 
ROBERT GOELET, 


No. 7.—FINANCE. 
BRAYTON IVES, Chairman, 
DARIUS O. MILLS, 

RICHARD T. WILSON, 
WILLIAM L. STRONG, 

HENRY B. HYDE. 

JAMES M. BROWN, 

LOUIS FITZGERALD, 

ALLAN CAMPBELL, 

JOHN SLOANE, 

JAMES D. SMITH, 

EDWARD V. LOEW, 

EUGENE KELLY. 

WALTER STANTON, 

JOHN F. PLUMMER, 

J. EDWARD SIMMONS, 

JOHN JAY KNOX, 

De LANCEY NICOLL, Secretary. 


No. 8.—RAILROADS AND TRANSPORTATION. 
ORLANDO B. POTTER, Chairman, 
CHAUNCY M. DEPEW, 

ERASTUS WIMAN, 

CHARLES W. DAYTON, 

JOSIAH M. FISK. 

CLIFFORD STANLEY SIMS, 
THOMAS S. MOORE, 

JAS. DUANE LIVINGSTON, Sec’y. 

No. 9.-ART AND EXHIBITION. 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, Chairman, 
GORDON L. FORD, Vice-Chairman 
DANIEL HUNTINGTON, 

F. HOPKINSON SMITH, 

WILLIAM E. DODGE, 

CHAS. PARSONS, 

A. W. DRAKE, 

OLIVER H. PERRY, 

FRANK D. MILLET, 

H. H. BOYESEN, 

CHARLES HENRY HART, 
RUTHERFORD STUYVESANT, 
JOHN L. CADWALADER, 
LISPENARD STEWART, 

CHAS. H. RUSSELL. Jr., 

RICHARD W. GILDER, Secretary. 

No . 10.-LITERARY EXERCISES. 
ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, Chairman, 
CLARENCE W. BOWEN, Secretary. 


No. 4.—ARMY (Military and Industrial Parade). WM. B. BREKMAN, 
S.VANRENS’L’RCRUGER, Chairman STEPHEN H. OLIN, 

WM. E. D. STOKES, 
GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, Secretary. 
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November 21, 1891« 


Curator Barbarin, 

Corcoran Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D.C. 


My Dear Sirt- 

Will you kindly tell me what day the negatives from 
the portraits of Madison by Sully and Healy's copy of Madison by 
Harding and the one, or if you have them, two, portraits of Frank¬ 
lin by Duplessis, will be sent to me. Please telegraph at my 
expense, stating when I will get the negatives. I have just 
found the Paris address of the artist Healy, and have cabled him 
to ask him whack where the original portrait of Madison is that he 
copied. Perhaps, though, you will be able to tell me when Healy 
copied Harding's Madison for the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and will 
give me such information as will lead me to find where the orig¬ 
inal Madison is. 


Very truly yours, 




C °*& 

^ r> 

*0 Vn ^ 4 , 










Secretary 



